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have to owe his election to his personal merit, which could but
rarely be so great as to make everybody accept his administra-
tion. He would be envied and assailed by disappointed competi-
tors, Therefore he should be supported. He would not be so rich
or so secure as to be "out of the reach of foreign corruption."
Therefore he should be controlled. Madison believed the execu-
tive could be best supported and controlled by being joined with
the judiciary in revising the acts of the legislature. The objection
to this among the delegates was that it did not preserve the
desired separation of the executive and the judiciary. But, Madi-
son argued, the reason for the separation of powers was to pro-
vide checks and balances among them. The legislature, all the
delegates were agreed, must be prevented from encroachment on
the co-ordinate departments and on the rights of the people.
This could be best prevented by adding to the power of the
executive the wisdom and weight of the judiciary.
But the committee of the whole voted eight to three against the
motion. The delegates, apprehensive as they were of encroach-
ments by the legislature, were not willing to put the veto power
into the hanc(s of two departments combined.
Nor did the committee during the following week's discussion
of the Virginia plan make further progress with the national
judiciary: on inferior 'tribunals, on the method of selecting the
judges, on the jurisdiction of the courts. These matters were
either postponed or never brought up till the committee of the
whole on June 13 was filling -the last gaps in its report to the
house. On that day the committee resolved that the judges should
be appointed by the second branch of the legislature, and that
the jurisdiction of the national judiciary—still only one supreme
tribunal-should extend to "cases which respect the collection of
the national revenue, impeachments of any national officers, and
questions which involve the national peace and harmony," The
delegates were already sure that, in view of the difficulty of
collecting any national revenue under the Confederation, there
should be legal methods for deciding this. If national officers
were to be impeached, this must be put within the jurisdiction
of national courts* And there should be a final court to which
appeals could be taken on questions, still vaguely described in
advanc% %hich might disturb the peace and harmony of the
whole countty^nrt could not be settled by the individual states.

